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PHRASAL VERBS.

BE

� To be after: To want, to try to gain, to chase. 
� To be against: To oppose. 
� To be for : To be in favour of ( Opp: To be against ). 
� To be in: To be at one’s house or office. 
� To be on: To be shown ( on TV, at the cinema, theatre ). 
� To be out: Not to be at one’s house or office. ( Opp: To be in ) 
 
BREAK

� To break down: To stop working. 
� To break into: To enter by force. 

 
BRING:

� To bring out: To publish. 
� To bring together: To join. 
� To bring up: To raise a child. 
 
CALL:

� To call back: To return a phone call. 
� To call for: To demand, To need. 
� To call off: To cancel. 

 
CARRY:

� To carry on: To continue with. 
 
COME:

� To come across: To found / To meet by chance. 
� To come back: To return to memory. 
� To come down: To move to a lower level. ( = land / Opp: To take off ) 

CUT:

� To cut off: To disconnected. 
 
GET:

� To get across: To communicate ideas. 
� To get after: To chase. 
� To get away: To leave, to go on holidays. 
� To get into: To enter. 
� To get off: To descend. 
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� To get on: To enter. 
� To get on with / ( To bet on well with ): To be on good terms with. 
� To get out of: To come out of a space. 
� To get up: To move to a higher level, to rise from bed. 
 
GIVE:

� To give up: To stop , to abandon. 
 
GO:

� To go ahead: To continue. 
� To go away: To leave. 
� To go back: To return. 
� To go off: To explode. 
� To go on: To continue. 
� To go with: To match. 
 
HOLD:

� To hold on: To wait ( esp on the phone ). 
 
KEEP:

� To keep off: To stay away from = To keep away from. 
� To keep on: To continue doing sth. 
 
LET:

� To let down: To lower. Dejar abandonado. 
 
LOOK:

� To look after: To take care of. 
� To look back: To consider the past; remember. 
� To look for: To search for. 
� To look forward to + V-ing: To anticipate ( with pleasure ) 
� To look into: To investigate. 
� To look out: Watch out ! 
 
MAKE:

� To make up: To invent, to put cosmetics on. 
 
PAY:

� To pay back: To return money owed. 
� To pay for: To receive punishment. 
 



Isabel Canser González – Colegio Compañía de María – Santander – 4º ESO 3

PULL:

� To pull down: To demolish. 
 
PUT:

� To put across: To communicate successfully. 
� To put in: To include. 
� To put off: To postpone. 
� To put on: To dress oneself in, to increase ( in weight ), to switch on,  
� To put up with: To tolerate, bear. 
 
RUN:

� To run away: To escape. 
� To run out of: To no longer have a supply. 
 
STAND:

� To stand by: To support sb esp in difficulties. 
� To watch remaining inactive, to be ready for action. 
 

TAKE:

� To take after: To look or act like a relative. 
� To take off: To remove clothes ( Opp: To put on ), To leave the ground ( planes ) = 

Come down, To reduce weight  ( Opp: To put on ). 
 
TURN:

� To turn off: To switch off. 
� To turn on: To switch on. 
 
WORK:

� To work out: To find the solution to a problem by reasoning or calculation.


